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w  Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Dear  Farm  Director: 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


November  2,  19  56 
Letter  No.  jkl 


Speaking  of  progress  -  5s  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  was 
doing  at  Phoenix  Monde  y,  farming  has  certainly  moved  forward  in  the  past  50  years 
Under  Secretary  Morse  'sold  the  convention  of  the  Arizona  Grain  and  Seed  Ass'n 
we've  had  more  farm  progress  in  the  last  half  century  than  in  all  prior  recorded 
history.    What's  more,  he  predicted  as  much  advance  in  the  next  15  years  as  in 
the  past  fifty.    He  particularly  emphasised  the  possibilities  in  livestock.  He 
said  people  want  and  can  be  sold  more  animal  and  poultry  products.    They  form 
the  expandable  part  of  the  farm,  market.    Since  the  late  30' s,  output  per  breeding 
unit  has  increased  about  one- third.    He  thinks  that  by  finding  and  more  generally 
applying  scientific  principles  of  breeding,  feeding,  and  management,  researchers 
and  farmers  can  do  even  better  than  that. 

What  Effect  Will  New  Highways  Have? 

In  the  1957  Outlook  report  on  marketing  and  transportation,  released 
here  this  week,  USDA  marketing  specialists  discuss  some  of  the  effects  of  this 
year's  Federal  Aid  Highway  Act  on  agriculture.    They  think  it  is  entirely  possible 
that,  when  the  interstate  system  of  super  highways  is  completed,  trucks  hauling 
apples  from  Washington  State,  pears  from  Oregon,  and  citrus  from  California  will 
be  commonplace  in  such  markets  as  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore. 
On  the  other  hand,  these  economists  warn  that  the  new  highway  program  may  convert 
more  rural  land  to  non- agricultural  use.    They  point  out  that  the  building  of 
the  lt-1, 000-mile  interstate  system  will  itself  take  over  665,000  acres  of  rural 
land.    They  figure  that  in  the  past  13  years  about  20  million  acres  of  arable 
land  have  already  gone  into  non- agricultural  use  -  largely  due  to  the  spreading 
out  of  cities,  as  U.  S.  population  steadily  increases. 

Another  First  in  Agricultural  Research 

While  exploring  new  ways  to  develop  synthetic  rubber,  Dr.  H.  J.  Teas, 
USDA.-  and  Dr.  R.  S.  Bandurski,  Michigan  State,  have  traced  how  nature  makes 
rubber  in  the  Hevea  rubber  tree  in  Puerto  Rico.    By  using  radioactive  carbon  to 
tag  the  substances  which  go  into  the  making  of  rubber  in  the  tree,  they 
discovered  what  happens  in  nature  and  then  actually  made  natural  rubber  in  the 
laboratory  for  the  first  time.  .  .  .A  not- so-happy  discovery  is  that  witchweed, 
a  destructive  foreign  pest  of  corn,  has  found  a  foothold  in  North  and  South 
Carolina.    This  harmless- looking  little  weed  does  more  damage  to  corn  in  South 
Africa  than  fungus  diseases  and  insects  combined.    It  is  an  insidious  parasite 
that  destroys  corn  and  sorghum  by  attacking  the  roots.    USDA  scientists  fear  if 
it  becomes  widespread  it  may  prove  worse  than  the  European  corn  borer.    This  is 
its  first  reported  occurence  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
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Report  on  Some  Practical  Research 

Today  our  scientists  have  out  their  November  "Agricultural  Research" 
report.    Promising  reports  from  the  massive  counterattack  against  the  Medfly  in 
Florida  lead  them  to  predict  its  early  conquest.    Complete  eradication  of  that 
insect,  which  attacks  and  survives  on  a  hundred  or  more  fruit,  vegetable,  and 
nursery  plants,  may  take  six  months  -  or  maybe  a  year  -  but  they  are  not  confi- 
dent it  can  be  wiped  out.  ....  The  researchers  also  report  they  are  raising 
the  resistance  of  corn  to  corn  ear  worms  -  but  not  only  with  tight  husks.  They 
have  discovered  in  the  silks  of  a  few  sweet  corns  an  inheritable  something  that 
kills  off  young  ear  worms.    They  are  breeding  this  resistance  into  commercial 
field  and  s\7eet  corn.  .  .  .  .With  tallow  nearly  crowded  out  of  the  soap  market, 
Department  chemists  are  helping  it  make  a  come-back  via  synthetic  detergents 

 After  a  survey  of  155  livestock  auction  markets  by  10  northeastern 

experiment  stations  and  USDA  cooperating,  the  marketing  experts  point  out  ways 
of  improving  our  livestock  auctions  These  and  a  number  of  other  develop- 
ments are  discussed  in  the  November  issue. 

The  Vegetables  in  Your  Future 

Taking  a  look  at  the  years  just  ahead,  AMS  economists  report  that  recent 
trends  in  vegetable  growing  indicate  total  production  of  all  vegetables,  fresh 
and  processed  combined,  is  likely  to  increase  at  the  same  or  a  little  faster  rate 
than  population.    They  think  that  in  the  next  k  to  6  years  the  per  capita  use 
of  fresh  market  vegetables  may  go  down  a  little,  but  they  expect  per  person  use 
of  processed  vegetables  to  go  up  a  little.    In  the  longer  run,  15  to  25  years, 
they  expect  advances  in  food  technology  and  changes  in  way  of  living  may  alter 
the  relative  importance  of  fresh  and  processed  vegetables.    They  think  needs 
for  dry  edible  beans,  dry  peas,  potatoes  and  sweet  potatoes  may  increase  slower 
than  population  because  of  the  trend  away  from  most  starchy  foods. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Derek  Rooke,  WMC,  Memphis,  has  returned  from  a  visit  with  kinfolks  in 

England.    Welcome  home,  Derek  Maynard  Bertsch  and  his  WLS,  Chicago, 

"Dinner  Bell"  cow  (not  Mrs.  O'Leary's)  have  taken  their  place  on  our  Pix  Board. 
../.'•.  .Bob  Hancock,  who  was  ass't  ext.  ed  for  Florida,  is  now  RFD  on  WTVT , 
Tampa.    His"  6:U6  a.m.  to  6:55  a.m.  "Florida  Farmer"  is  the  first  farm  program 
to  be  telecast  over  WTVT .  ....  .The  WAX,  Yankton,  S.D.  and  Sioux  City,  la., 

team  of  Rex  Me sser smith  and  Cliff  Adams    have  spread  themselves  for  more  complete 
coverage.    Rex  runs  the  Yankton  shows,  and  Cliff  has  the  new  office  in  Sioux 
City  60  miles  away,  where  they  have  a  remote  studio  from  which  he  originates  his 
farm  shows  and  15  min.  news  program  6  days  a  week.    They  swap  tapes,  and  sub  for 
each  other  when  one  of  them  is  on  a  field  trip.  .  .  .Jack  Creel,  Lubbock,  Tex. , 

now  in  ad  business  for  himself,  has  a  30  minute  TV  show,  made  up  of  agricultural 
topics  of  West  Texas,  most  of  which  he  films  himself. 

Extending  Milky  Way  to  Far  East 

Rome  headquarters  of  FAO  reports  some  28  technicians  who  will  take  part 
in  the  management  of  new  dairy  plants  in  six  Far  East  countries  have  completed 
a  5  bio.  FAO- sponsored  training  course  in  Denmark.    Trained  personnel  is  one  of 
the  keys  to  successful  operation  of  milk  plants  where  climatic  and  hygenic 
conditions  add  to  normal  difficulties  of  introducing  such  products  as  milk. 
Training  in  modern  methods  is  expected  to  enable    theee  technicians  to  help 
develop  the  expanding  dairy  industries  in  their  countries. 
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Radio  Farm  Marketeers  in  Mo . 

Harold  J.  (Sraitty)  Schmitz  and  Ralph  Melon,  have  just  parked  their  KFEQ, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo-.,  farnobiie  and  themselves! "^d,  the  place  reserved  for  them  on  our 
wall.    Along  with  the  picture  they  sent  a  colorful  map- folder  of  fact  sheets 
supporting  KFEQ's  claim  to  be  "The  Midwest  Market  Station"  for  the  past  30- some 
years.    Currently,  "Smitty"  gives  dire  ct~from-  the  -scene  reports  from  the  St. 
Joseph  Grain  Exchange  and  St.  Joseph  Livestock  Exchange  a  great  deal  of  the 
program  time  between  5:30  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m.    Among  his  other  activities,  he 
is  Chairman  of  the  Farm  Division  of  the  St.  Joseph  Safety  Council,  Member  of 
the  Board  of  the  Missouri  Safety  Committee,  and  has  won  the  National  Safety 
Council  award  six  times  for  exceptional  service  to  safety  on  the  farm.  Ralph, 
a  former  vo-ag  teacher,  has  won  many  honors  in  Future  Farmers  and  k-E  club 
activities,  including  the  State  "Who's  Who"  award  in  Kansas  k-H  clubs.  Has 

Ralph  ever  met  Marvin  Vines.,  KTHS,  Little  Rock?  Loyd  Evans,  KWTO, 

Springfield,  Mo.,  appears  in  our  Gallery  with  his  Sec'y-Home  Service  Director, 
Dell  Poke,  going  over  seme  farm  records  and  news  copy,  in  their  knotty  pine 
office  at  the  Union  Stockyards.    In  the  background,  shows  their  6x14  foot  broad- 
casting studio,  where  they  do  five  regular  broadcasts,  daily  except  Sunday. 
Three  farm  news  and  markets,  and  the  other  two  Dell's  quarter-hour  home  service 
features.    Newest  addition  to  the  KWTO  farm  department  is  Wayne  Grisham  who 
works  with  Loyd  on  three  early  morning  broadcasts  from  the  studios  and  the  farm 
before  they  open  the  office  in  the  yards. 

Agricultural  Outlook  for  '57 

This  is  the  time  to  get  a  line  on  what's  ahead  for  agriculture  in  the 
coming  year.    Nov.  26  through  29 ,  USDA  economists  and  other  authorities,  from 
both  within  and  without  the  Department,  meet  here  with  Extension  folks  from  all 
over  the  country  to  consider  the  situations  for  the  various  farm  crops.  At 
that  time,  they'll  have  a  chance  to  appraise  the  effects,  if  any,  of  the  mix-up 
abroad.    Meanwhile,  we  are  getting  from  AMS  the  "1957  Outlook  Issues"  of  the' 
Situation  Reports.    They  give  the  basic  facts  of  production  and  supply  and 
demand  with  likely  developments  as  they  can  now  be  foreseen.    We've  already 
had  the  Wheat  and  Tobacco  Outlook  Situation.    Also  Fruit.    Earlier  this  week 
we  had  the  Vegetable  and  the  Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation  Outlooks. 
This  afternoon  we  have  the  National  Food  Situation  Outlook. 

National  Food  Situation  Outlook 

As  the  AMS  economists  see  the  situation,  consumer  demand  for  food  is 
likely  to  continue  strong  through  1957*    Food  supplies  may  run  a  little  below 
the  year-earlier  level,  but  will  continue  large.    Currently  food  prices  are 
somewhat  higher  than  they  were  last  fall.    The  economists  expect  them  to  con- 
tinue above  a  year  earlier  in  the  first  k  or  5  months  of  1957 •    This  fall  and 
winter  we  may  have  a  little  less  meat  per  person.    Meat  prices  may  continue 
somewhat  higher  than  the  low  ones  of  a  year  ago.    But  supplies  of  most  foods 
are  expected  to  continue  large  all  next  year.    Consumers  will  have  at  least  as 
much  dairy  products  per  person  as  last  fall  and  winter. 

USDA  Wins  Recommendation 

.An  endorsement  we  cherish  comes  from  George  Loesing,  who  spent  the  past 
summer  as  a  USDA  trainee  in  radio  and  TV,  and  has  written 'an  account  of  his "ex-  . 
periences  in  the  October  issue  of  the"Missouri  College  Farmer".  Its  title: 
"Aggie  Learns  and  Earns  with  USDA".    George  reports  USDA  a  wonderful  place  to 
work  with  openings  for  people  trained  in  almost  every  phase  of  agriculture.  He 
recommends  the  Department  trainee  program  to  college  juniors  as  an  opportunity 
worth  looking  into. 
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ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Nov.  10,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Treating  Fence  Posts"  with  Ext. 
Forester,  Art  Sowder;  A  Salute  to  an  Outstanding  County  Agent;  and  "The  Michigan 
Apple  Business"  with  Art  Burroughs,  Mich.  State  U. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Nov.  10,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.  Features:  "Highlights  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
American  Society  of  Agronomy." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney.    Sat.  Nov.  10,  9:30  to  9^+5  am  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Increasing  Feed 
Efficiency"  with  Dr.  Byron  Shaw,  ARS. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  November  8:    "Beltsville  Newsreel  #5". 
Short  film  clips  with  k  min.  h$  sec.  on  new  research  now  underway  at  the  Agri- 
cultural Research  Center  at  Beltsville,  Md.    This  Newsreel  shows  the  research 
on  wet  inoculation  of  legumes,  and  the  use  of  fat  in  turkeys  diet  to  boost 
production. 

November  TV  Film-of -the-Month:    "It's  Carving  Time"  (l6  mm,  sound  b/w,  k  3/k 

min.)  introduces  the  new,  easy,  side-carving 
way  to  cut  and  serve  a  roast  turkey  -  showing  step-by- step  operation,  in  family 
setting.    Make  requests  for  prints  to  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service's 
Marketing  Information  Division  offices  in  your  area:    New  York  City,  Atlanta, 
Chicago,  Dallas,  or  San  Francisco. 

New  Faces  on  an  Old  Wall 

The  boy  with  the  blissful  expression  reading  a  script  to  the  NBC  mike 
■*-s  Milt  Bliss,  no  less,  who  directs  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour.    Milt  used 

to  work  here  Another  happy  warrior  is  smiling  Harold  Garrett,  who  used 

to  RFD  on  KUJ,  Walla  Walla.    Now  Harold  is  Extension  Radio  and  Visual  Aids 
Specialist  at  the  State  College  of  Washington.    He  does  the  "WSC  Farm  Reporter" 
on  three  tapes  a  week  which  he  sends  to  over  39  radio  stations  in  Washington, 
Oregon,  and  Idaho,  and  sends  copies  of  the  scripts  to  25  to  35  individuals  in 
other  media.    He  sends  out  a  weekly  written  synopsis  of  current  farm  information 
from  USDA  et  al,  and  a  once-a-month  brochure  on  "Tips  from  Garrett"  with  ideas 

to  agents  for  their  own  programs  Enclosed  with  this  Letter  we're  sending 

you  the  IFYE  Roster  of  1956  farm  boy  and  girl  delegates  returning  from  Europe 
Nov.  13. 


P.S.    Bruce  Davie s,  WLS,  informs  us  veteran  market  reporter  Bill  Morrissey  died 
very  suddenly  last  Saturday.    He  reported  the  livestock  markets  on  WLS  for  a 
commission  firm  at  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards.    His  thousands  of  friends  in  the 
radio  and  cattle  feeding  business  will  miss  him. 


Sincerely, 


in 
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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


November  9}  195& 
Letter  No.  7^-2 


This  week  our  economists  tiajfl^awt)  Willi  aii  analysis  of  production  trends 
and  the  likely  job  ahead  for  the  farmer  during  the  next  20  years.    Research  Drs^ 
Glen  Barton _and__Rohert  Rogers  say  the  job  is  a  "big  one,  hut,  judging  "by  his  out- 
put in  recent  years,  it  is  not  one  the  farmer  can't  do.    Of  course,  changes  now 
beyond  our  horizon  may  alter  the  outlook.    But  the  way  things  seem  headed  at 
this  time,  we'll  have  210  million  people  in  the  U.  S»  in  1975  and  it  will  take 
a  third  more  agricultural  products  to  feed  and  clothe  them.    Barton  and  Rogers 
figure  we  will  need  about  h5  percent  more  livestock- -more  of  some  kinds  than 
others.    They  estimate  we'll  need  about  50  percent  more  cattle  and  calves  than 
in  recent  years..    Forty  percent  more  hogs„    Maybe  25  percent  more  sheep  and  lambs, 
They  can't  see  much  more  land  for  hay  and  forage.    They  estimate  pasture  and  hay 
yields  will  have  to  be  increased  35  percent  and  the  live stockmen  will  need  more 
feed  grains  too.    These  economists  see  probably  less  need  in  197&  for  wheat  and 
rice,  only  moderately  more  cotton  and  potatoes,  about  a  third  more  fruits  and 
nuts,  a  half  more  poultry  products  and  a  third  more  milk.    They  see  a  need  for 
about       percent  more  truck  crops  and  tobacco  twenty  years  from  now.    In  project- 
ing these  needs,  they  assumed  present  feeds  and  feeding  rates.    They  say,  how- 
ever, that  more  efficiency  in  the  use  of  livestock  feed  could  reduce  the  amount 
of  cropland  needed  substantially.. 

You  Have  the  Key  to  Farm  and  City 

Just  to  remind  you  -  Farm- City  Week  starts  a  week  from  today ,  i.e. 
Friday,  November  16,  and  overlaps  into  Thanksgiving.    To  us,  Farm- City  Week  is 
a  "natural"  for  the  RFD  this  year  -  and  probably  will  become  more  and  more  so  as 
the  years  wear  on.    No  foriis  of  communication  have  done  more  to  bring  the  city  to 
the  country  and  the  country  to  the  city  than  radio  and  television.  Nobody 
stands  in  a  better  position  to  interpret  the  mutual  problems  of  town  and  country 
folks  than  the  RFD.    As  super-highways  and  real-estate  developments  spread  onto 
more  land  needed  for  farming,  there  is  growing  competition  in  the  use  of  land. 
Farm  and  town  generally  draw  their  water  from  the  same  watershed  and  the  use  of 
water  by  town  and  farm  is  one  of  our  big  mutual  problems  now  as  well  as  in  the 
years  ahead.    Our  new  Soil  Bank  Information  man,  Gordon  Webb,  suggests  a  little 
radio  time  aimed  at  helping  city  people  better  understand  the  Soil  Bank.  As 
he  points  out,  when  soil  productivity  is  stored  in  the  land,  it  can  be  used  to 
produce  food  and  fiber  repeatedly  as  needed.    That's  the  best  assurance  the 
city  man  has  that  he,  his  children  and  his  grandchildren    will  get  their  three 
square  meals  a  day.    Your  County  ASC  Committee,  your  County  Agent,  your  SCS 
technician,  and  your  local  forester  can  help  you  explain  the  Soil  Bank  to  town 
and  city  people.    You've  got  the  ball,  and  there's  an  opening  in  the  line  I 
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Soil  Bank  Winter  Wheat  Sign-Up 

As  of  last  Friday,  growers  of  winter  wheat  had  agreed  to  put  over  ten 
million  670  thousand  acres  in  the  '57  Acreage  Reserve  program.    Close  to  195,000 
farmers  in  36  States  signed  up  agreements  on  that  amount  of  land.    When  they 
carry  out  their  part  of  this  conservation  plan,  they  stand  to  get  about  $197-^ 
million  in  Acreage  Reserve  payments. 

Pleasant  Echoes  from  Broadcast _Past 

A  new  RFD  we're  counting  on  seeing  at  the  NATRFD  Convention  in  Chicago 
is  Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,    Roddy  got  into  farm  broadcasting 
at  Texas  A  &  M  and  is  now  full  time  farm  director  at  KGNO.    He  does  a  55  minute 
farm  news  program  on  Monday  through  Saturday  mornings,  a  15  minute  farm  news 
program  Monday  through  Friday  afternoons  at  12:^5  to  1:00,  and  a  25  minute  farm 
news  review  on  Sunday  afternoon  from  12:35  to  1:00.    We  used  to  interview 
Roddy's  dad,  Rufus  Peeples,  nearly  every  year  on  WBAP ,  Fort  Worth,  at  the  fat 
stock  show,  .  .  .  .Charley  Stookey,  who  was  at  KMOX,  St.  Louis,  back  when  farm 
radio  was  unique,  is  now  again  in  St.  Louis  on  KSTL  after  a  few  months  with  KWBU 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.    You  may  remember  that  Charley  used  to  do  "The  Columbia 
Country  Journal"  on  CBS  from  St.  Louis,  15  years  or  so  ago.  .  .  .  B,  L.  Enochs, 
WBXL ,  Lexington,  Tenn. ,  reports  a  lot  of  interest  in  farm  news  and  markets  in 
that  territory.     "B.  L."  has  farm  news  once  a  day  and  farm  markets  three  times  a 
day. 

U.S.  Farmer  Adaptability  Impresses  IFYE's 

The  22  Latin  American  International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees,  who  are 
heading  home  this  week,  after  spending  six  months  living  and  working  on  farms 
in  27  of  our  States,  were  much  impressed  with  our  farmers,  and  k-E  Club  work. 
In  a  radio-press  conference  here  yesterday,  they  expressed  admiration  for  the 
help  Extension  gives  our  farmers  and  k-E  Club  boys  and  girls.    They  were 
especially  impressed  with  how  very  quick  our  farmers  are  to  adapt  new  ideas. 
Conditions  and  crops  are  very  different  in  their  countries.    They  have  found 
many  things  they  can  not  use,  but  at  the  same  time  ideas  they  can  adapt  to 
their  farms. 

Near  Record  Crops  This  Year 

This  afternoon  our  Crop  Reporting  Board  boosted  its  estimates  from  a 
month  ago  on  corn,  sorghum  grain,  rice,  tobacco,  potatoes,  sugarcane  and  some 
fruits.    On  the  other  hand,  they  say  in  spite  of  recent  rains,  drought  continues 
to  hold  back  prospects  for  fall  seedings  and  forage  over  much  of  the  Great  Plains. 
The  corn  crop  looks  to  be  %  above  last  year  and  11  percent  above  average,  for 
the  second  largest  corn  crop  on  record.    Although  soybeans  are  down  3  percent 
from  last  month,  but  are  still  nearly  a  fourth  larger  than  the  previous  record 
production  in  '55*    Farm  pastures  are  the  poorest  since  '53-    Total  milk 
production  in  this  country  the  first  10  months  of  this  year  was  3  percent  more 
than  the  previous  high  record  in  Jan. -Oct.  last  year.    Egg  production  reached 
new  record  high  levels  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  except  the  west  where 
production  almost  equalled  the  record.    Due  to  storm  damage  in  Florida  and  lower 
yields  in  some  other  states,  production  of  fall  vegetables  for  fresh  market  is 
down  a  little  from  predictions  a  month  ago,  but  the  '56  output  will  exceed  last 
year's  output  by  about  13  percent. 
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Hear  How  Attaches^Jterye  U.  J>A  Farmers 

Lloyd  Williams  of  USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  has  worked  up  a 
gimmick  to"~Tet  your  listeners  check  up  on  our  Agricultural  Attaches  overseas. 
The  attaches  answer  questions  on  a  radio  tape  and  the  voice  of  the  emcee  is 
dubbed  in  here,  giving  the  effect  of  a  remote  pick-up  abroad.    The  first  of 
these  ^-5  minute  tales  are  from  India  and  France,  and  a  wheat  story  from 
Australia  is  planned  for  the  latter  part  of  this  month  in  conjunction  with  the 

USDA  world  summary  for  grain  crops  The  BBC  says  it  has  a  special  15 

min.  tape  recorded  Christmas  feature.    Alastair  Dunnett,  a  BBC  farm  broadcaster 
known  to  many  U.S.  listeners  as  the  voice  of  "Farm  Life  in  Britain",  spends 
Christmas  Day  in  Kent  on  the  farm  of  Stephen  Che ve ley,  President  of  the  famous 
farmers  Club  of  London.    BBC  is  offering  the  tape  of  that  visit  as  an  exclusive 
in  each  coverage  area  at  a  cost  of  $3«00  to  cover  shipping  and  handling.  Write 
the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation,  630  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  20,  N.  Y. 

Mold  Resistance  Built  in  Paint 

From  USDA's  Southern  Research  Branch  Lab  at  New  Orleans  come  reports  of 
tests  that  show  by  adding  fungicidal  acids  to  tung-oil  paints  it  may  prove 
possible  to  produce  surface  coatings  with  built-in  resistance  to  molds  and 
fungi.    This  research  is  preliminary.    More  work  is  needed  before  the  process 
can  be  recommended  for  commercial  paints.    Meanwhile,  two  manufacturers  are 
trying  out  gas-proof  paint  that  dries  smoothly  under  adverse  conditions,  which 
the  same  scientists  have  developed  by  adding  zinc  resinate  to  tung  oil  paints. 
These  experiments  may  help  reverse  the  current  trend  away  from  the  use  of  tung 
oil  in  paint  making,  and  so  help  growers  of  tung  trees  in  the  Gulf  Coast  States. 

Changes  Ahead  in  Livestock  Feeding 

After  a  long  period  of  little  change,  a  period  of  unusual  progress  in 
efficient  livestock  feeding  may  be  just  ahead.    So  conclude  research  economists 
Ronald  Mighell  and  Orlin  Scoville,  ARS.    They  say  the  remarkable  growth  of  the 
commercial  broiler  chicken  industry  in  recent  years  is  an  illustration  of  what 
Jiay  happen.    After  analyzing  the  way  different  kinds  of  livestock  vary  in  their 
use  of  feed,  and  noting  the  big  part  innovations  in  feeding  have  had  in  reducing 
the  amount  of  feed  needed  per  pound  of  broiler,  they  see  signs  of  a  speed-up  in 
applying  science  to  other  animal  feeding.    They  think  formula  feeds  made  by 
the  commercial  feed  industry  are  one  of  the  keystones  in  the  new  feeding.  The 
role  of  minerals,  vitamins,  harmones,  antibiotics  and  other  feed  additives 
especially  interests  them  because  the  cost  of  such  additives  is  usually  minor 
and  the  production  effects  are  often  considerable.    These  economists  predict 
livestock  production  will  become  more  and  more  a  manufacturing  operation,  gearea 
to  convert  feedstuffs  into  food  in  the  most  efficient  fashion.    They  point  out 
these  changes  will  help  shift  the  balance  between  crops  and  livestock  in  the 
right  direction  -  toward  more  livestock. 

Farm  Loans  and  How  to  Get  Them 

A  series  of  little  folders  on  loans  from  the  Farmers  Home  Administration 
has  just  been  dropped  on  our  desk.    One  gives  a  thumbnail  sketch  of  Operating 
Loans,  Farm  Ownership  Loans,  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Loans,  Farm  Housing 
Loans,  Emergency  Loans,  Special  Livestock  Loans.    The  others  tell  how  to  get 
the  various  types  and  who  is  eligible  for  them,  and  lots  of  specific  informa- 
tion about  them  in  concise  form. 
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Farm  and  Home__  Network  Shows  Fov,  12- 17 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Nov.  17,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    FARM  -  CITY  WEEK. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Nov.  17,  9:30  to  9:^5  a,m=  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Nov.  17,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.  "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers .  Features:  "A  Salute  to  an  Outstanding  County 
Agent";  "Producing  the  Right  Potato  for  Potato  Chips"  with  Al  Merker,  formerly 
of  MS,  now  head  of  National  Potato  Council,  and  Dr.  Ora  Smith  of  the  National 
Potato  Chip  Institute;  and  "Interviews  with  Returning  TFYE's." 

{ 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Report  from  the 
Land  Grant  College  Association." 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  November  15:  "Cotton  Clothes  for 
Teenagers".    Our  home  economists  will  show  in  a  dozen  still  pictures  the  results 
of  a  survey  of  teenage  girls  and  their  preferences  in  cotton  and  wool  clothing. 

November  TV  Film- of -the -Month:      "It's  Carving  Time"  -  so  quit  chasing  the  roast 

turkey  all  over  the  platter.'    See  how  to  cut 
and  serve  the  easy,  side- carving  way,  as  shown  step-by- step  in  the  16  mm.  sound 
b/w  k  3/k  minute  USDA  film.    If  you  want  to  use  this  film  on  your  station,  ask 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service's  Marketing  Information  Division  offices  for 
it.    New  York  City,  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  or  San  Francisco. 

Lake  Michigan  Range  Riders 

Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago,  last  month  started  a  regular  half -hour 
television  program  on  WGN-TV  Saturdays  from  11:30  to  12  noon,  aimed  at  the 
general  public,  even  though  it  is  a  farm  show.    They  call  it  "RFD  Chicagoland" 
and  Norm  tells  us  they  range  wide  over  the  field  of  agriculture,  but  the  last 
eight  minutes  of  each  show  is  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  week's  farm  markets 

and  a  prevue  of  next  week's  best  food  buys  Then  there's  the  scene  of 

what  goes  on  The  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  every  Saturday  on  NBC.  Everett 
("It's  a  Beautiful  Day  in  Chicago")  Mitchell  and  Jerry  Seaman  are  arguing  over 
the  script,  while  the  "Homesteaders"  in  the  background  are  getting  ready  to 

prove  their  claims.    After  all  it's  the  "Windy  City"  Bob  Parker,  WBAY, 

Green  Bay,  Wis.,  behind  a  camera;  Les  Sturmer,  farm  editor  with  his  tape 
recorder,  and  Orion  Samuel son,  newest  addition  to  the  WBAY  farm  staff,  holding 
the  mike,  have  ganged  up  on  a  farmer  who  has  just  driven  his  tractor  on  to  our 
wall  swarming  with  RFDs.    Bob  has  changed  his  title  to  director  of  agricultural 

sales  and  programming  The  NATRFD  Chats  tell  us  that  the  new  farm  director 

at  KMMO,  Marshall,  Mo.,  is  North  Pile  Suppose  you  noticed  the  grinning 

man  to  the  right  of  Farmer  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  at  the  National  Plowing  Matches 
presidential  luncheon  is  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO ' s  veteran  farm  director,  and  host 
to  presidents. 


Sincerely, 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


they'll  decide  what  sort  of  cor^'-prdgram  they'll  have  next" year  and  in  later 
years.    They'll  choose  whether  Soil  Bank  corn  "base  acreages  or  corn  acreage 
allotments ,  as  in  past  years ,  will  he  used  in  the  '57  program.    If  two-thirds  of 
the  corn  growers  who  vote  favor  either  plan,  that  plan  will  go  into  effect  next 
year.    Before  that  referendum,  farmers  will  get  notices  of  their  individual  corn 
base  acreages  and  acreage  allotments  for  '57  from  their  county  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees.    Your  ASC  committees  and  county  agents 
can  give  you  further  information  about  the  referendum  and  the  alternate  programs. 
RFDs,  as  well  as  corn  farmers,  may  want  to  study  those  alternate  corn  programs 
carefully,  before  December  11. 

Secretary  Cites  Changes  in  Government 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  addressed  the  meeting  here  of  the  American 
Association  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities.    Speaking  on  the  subject 
of  "Intergovernmental  Relations",  he  gave  a  few  simple  figures  which  reveal  the 
fast  shift  of  responsibility  from  the  states  to  the  federal  government  in  the 
past  twenty- five  years.    Twenty- five  years  ago  the  federal  government  received 
one-fourth  of  all  the  taxes  collected  in  the  United  States.    Today  the  federal 
government  collects  three-fourths  of  all  our  taxes.    Twenty-five  years  ago  all 
taxes,  federal,  state  and  local,  took  Ik  percent  of  our  national  income.  Today 
taxes  take  31  percent.    After  elaborating  on  the  responsibilities  involved  in 
these  changes,  he  called  on  the  Land-Granters  to  help  farmers  and  the  public 
generally  to  gain  a  true  understanding  of  the  facts  involved  in  agricultural 
policies  and  programs.    "By  so  doing,"  he  said,  "you  render  invaluable  services 
not  only  to  our  farm  people  but  help  preserve  and  strengthen  sound  government  - 
both  state  and  federal." 

Five -Year  Outlook  for  Meat  Animals 


As  long  as  employment  and  consumers'  incomes  continue  upward,  the  future 
for  meat  animals  looks  bright  to  our  AMS  economists.    They  don't  expect  further 
expansion  in  production  of  meat  animals  as  fast  as  that  of  the  past  few  years. 
But  in  the  1957  Outlook  issue  of  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  released 
yesterday,  they  say  when  the  uptrend  begins  again,  it  will  probably  be  slower 
than  recently.    They  see  plenty  of  feed  ahead.    They  don't  expect  the  Soil  Bank 
to  prevent  a  gradual  increase  in  meat  animal  production.    They  estimate  much  of 
the  effect  of  the  Bank  will  be  to  reduce  carryover  stocks  of  grain.    They  think 
technological  gains  in  production  of  livestock  will  continue.    They  figure  meat 
animal  producers  will  manage  in  some  degree  to  meet  the  challenge  presented  by 
the  wonderful  achievements  in  the  broiler  industry.    They  also  predict  prices  as 
well  as  income  from  meat  animals  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  farm 
products. 
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What ' s  Ahead  _  for J)airy  Farmers 

Sales  of  milk  "by  farmers  are  increasing.    In  their  dairy  outlook  issued 
today.,  AMS  economists  predicted  sales  will  rise  to  another  new  record  in  '57- 
They  estimate  milk  production  on  farms  will  run  between  129  and  130  billion 
pounds  next  year  compared  with  a  little  over  127  billion  pounds  this  year.    As  a 
result  of  faster  adoption  of  improved  practices ,  they  expect  production  per  cow 
in  this  country  to  increase  more  in  the  next  5  years  than  the  average  increase 
in  the  past  ten  years.    They  say,  barring  extremely  bad  growing  and  pasture 
conditions ,  the  annual  increase  for  several  years  after  next  year  will  probably 
amount  to  at  least  1  or  2  percent  a  year.    They  see  no  likelihood  of  any  general 
uptrend  in  dairy  prices,  but  they  note  considerable  evidence  that  many  dairy 
farmers  can  revamp  their  operations  so  as  to  get  greater  returns  to  labor  and 
management  ....  The  economists  say  the  trend  toward  larger  but  fewer  dairy 
farms,  which  has  been  going  on  for  at  .least  1$  years,  needs  close  watching. 
They  think  it  likely  to  continue  for  the  next  5  or  10  years  at  least. 

Wolf  at  the  Car  Door 

Now  Harvey  Dinkins,  W^JS,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  who  some  time  back  hoped 
to  banish  the  proverbial  wolf  from  his  front  hall,  finds  that  animal  riding  in 
his  new  car.    Harvey  sends  us  a  picture  from  the  Nov.  13  "Winston- Salem  Journal" 
showing  him  as  the  winner  of  an  automobile  given  in  connection  with  an  American 
Legion  building  program.    Just  as  he  thought  the  wolf  dead,  Harvey  realized  he'll 
have  to  pay  some  §500  or  so  in  income  tax  on  that  car  -  so  he  whistled  to  the 
wolf  -  and  they  drove  off  together. 

World-Wide  _' Cow  Colle ges  '  Proposed 

Dr.  P.  V.  Cardon,  former  director -general  of  FAO,  to3-d  the  Land-Grant 
College  convention  here  this  week  that  world  agriculture  wou.ld  benefit  greatly 
by  the  development  internationally  of  colleges  similar  to  the  Land-Grant 

colleges  of  the  U.S  Associate  Dean  Charles  Simmons,  of  Alabama  Poly. 

told  the  meeting  there  are  less  than  half  enough  agricultural  college  graduates  - 
only  6,000  last  year  to  fill  15,000  jobs.  .  .  .  Dr.  L._ M.  Kutchings ,  veterinary 
chief  of  Purdue  U.  declared  the  greatest  chance  of  cutting  cost  of  production 
and  thereby  cost  to  the  consumer  is  in  the  control  of  animal  diseases  and 
parasites.    He  pointed  out  that  will  take  more  research  ....  The  Land-Grant 
Association  itself  went  on  record  as  endorsing  the  Water  Resources  Report  of  the 
Presidential  Advisory  Committee .    It  also  recommended  to  its  member  colleges 
more  research  programs  on  weather  modification  and  urged  a  speed  up  of  research 
to  expand  the  nation's  water  resources  by  investigating  all  feasible  methods  of 
converting  sa3.t-water  to  fresh. 

"Women's  Attitudes  Toward  Wool". 

Early  in  1957  a  detailed  report  of  a  survey  on  "Women's  Attitudes  Toward 
Wool"  will  be  published  by  AMS,  as  part  of  the  Department's  program  to  help 
expand  the  market  by  ag.  commodities.    The  November  issue  of  "Agricultural 
Marketing"  gives  an  advance  summary.  .  .  .  Also  a  survey  which  shows  most  buyers 
are  well  pleased  with  frozen  fresh  cranberries  -  off-season  months  as  well  as 
holidays  ....  From  all  indications,  it  looks  too  as  if  production  of  frozen 
foods,  which  has  more  than  tripled  since  World  War  II,  will  find  an  expanding 
outlet  in  the  restaurant  industry  .   .  .  Who  gets  the  money  for  eggs?  .   .  .  The 
farm,  rural  non-farm,  and  city  make-up  of  the  U.S.A.  food  market  is  shown  by  a 
nationwide  survey  of  household  food  use.    Discussed  in  the  November  issue  of 
"Agriculture  Marketing" . 
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U.S.  Land-Water  Needs  Inventory 

As  previously  reported,  the  USDA  has  undertaken  a  national  inventory  of 
soil  and  water  conservation  needs.    Discussing  the  Soil  Bank,  the  "Water  Bank", 
the  Great  Plains  Program  and  other  conservation  plans  at  the  15th  annual  meeting 
of  the  Montana  Association  of  Soil  Conservation  Districts  at  Havre  this  week, 
£9.?.j^™!£rJ2£E..^-l:i-iaIas  reported  a  pre-test  of  the  inventory  procedures  to  be 
perfected  is  already  under  way  in  several  counties  in  five  States.  The 
inventoiy  includes  basic  soil  survey  data,  land  use  and  ownership,  conservation 
practices  needed,  and  so  on.    To  shorten  the  time  in  moving  ahead  with  the  needs 
inventory  proper,  which  is  set  for  completion  in  three  years,  a  special 
conservation  needs  committee  is  going  ahead  in  each  state  and  getting  together 
economic  and  soil  data.    Adm'r  Williams  advised  the  districts,  however,  that 
until  the  inventory  is  finished,  the  districts  and  cooperating  agencies  con- 
cerned with  soil,  water  and  other  resources  will  find  it  helpful  to  develop  the 
best  available  information  on  conservation,  needs  in  their  districts.    He  pointed 
out  that  not  only  farmers  and  ranch  men,  ag  workers  and  organized  farm  and  ranch 
interests  are  cooperating,  but  other  business,  professional,  government,  and 
educational  interests.    Even  so,  he  said  there  are  still  those  who  know  too 
little  about  the  soil  and  water  conservation  job.    It  calls  for  teamwork  by 
everybody. 

Outlook  for  Wool  in  195 7_ 

Unless  the  world  demand  for  wool  weakens  substantially,  AMS  economists 
predict  wool  prices  are  likely  to  continue  above  what  they  were  early  this 
season  well  into  next  year.    In  their  '57  Wool  Outlook  report  issued  this  week 
they  figure  growers'  prices  will  probably  average  a  little  higher  in  • 57  than  in 
'56.    If  so,  the  rate  of  Government  pay  would  be  less  than  this  year.  They 
report  gross  income  to  farmers  from  sheep  this  year,  including  Govt,  payments  on 
*55  marketings  of  lambs  and  wool,  is  likely  to  prove  the  highest  of  the  last 
several  years,  although  growers'  cash  returns  from  the  sale  of  wool  on  the  open 
market  this  season  are  expected  to  fall  below  '55 j  the  economists  say  Government 
payments  to  producers  this  year  on  '55  marketings  will  much  more  than  offset 
reductions . 

Rural  Development  Program  Progress 

In  his  address  before  the  90th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Grange,  at 
Rochester  this  week,  Secretary  Benson  declared  that  he  "hopes  and  intends"  the 
Rural  Development  Program  will  move  ahead  with  vigor.    He  reported  that  20  States 
now  have  State-level  rural  development  committees.    These  committees  serve  to 
coordinate  program  action  in  their  States  and  bring  together  the  representatives 
of  government  agencies,  farm  organizations,  and  interested  business  and  industry 
groups.    Twenty-four  States  now  have  at  least  pilot  operations  in  51  counties 
and  3  local  areas.    The  Secretary  said  Federal  action  and  help  are  designed  to 
be  the  catalyst  which  stimulates  local  action,  by  local  people,  in  directions 
which  meet  the  varied  needs  of  local  situations. 

Advisers  Recommend  Small  Forest  Research 

USDA's  Forest  Research  Advisory  Committee,  which  met  here  this  week, 
pointed  out  today  that  about  60  percent  of  U.S.  forest  resources  belong  to  hj? 
million  owners  whose  individual  holdings  range  from  ^0  to  200  acres.  They 
suggested  new  and  expanded  research  could  help  those  small  forest  owners  regrow 
a  larger  share  of  high-quality  forest  products  to  meet  the  increasing  demand. 


Farm  and  i  Home^  Ne  twork  _  Sfaowg_  No v .  3-9-2^ 

CBS  "Farm  News'1  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Nov.  2k,  9:30  to  9:45  a,m. 

EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Nov.  2k,  12:30  to  1  p.m.    EST.  '"Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features :    "A  Preview  of  the  k-E  Club 
Congress" j  and  "Michigan  Apples"  with  Art  Burroughs ,  Michigan  State  University. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Nov.  2k,  12:00  to  12:25  p.m. 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:     "Preview  of  the  Inter- 
national Live  Stock  Exposition"  and  "National  k-E  Club  Congress". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.  Features:  Dr.  Byron  Shaw, 
Adm'r  of  ARS,  talking  with  Layne  Beaty  about  "The  Research  Outlook  for  Greater 
Feed  Efficiency." 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Wednesday,  November  21:    "The  Big  Dial" 
change  over  to  dial  phones'  on  American  farms  and  ranches,  as  told  in  19  still 
pictures  by  REA. 

November  TV  Fi lm- of- the -Month :     "It's  Carving  Time"  and  you'll  find  it  easy  to 
slice  that  roast  turkey  Thanksgiving,  and  later,  if  you  do  it  the  side-carving 
way  shown  step-by-step  in  the  16  mm.  sound  b/w  k  3/k  minute  USDA  film,  Ask 
your  AMS  Marketing  Information  Division  offices  at  New  York  City,  Atlanta, 
Chicago,  Dallas,  or  San  Francisco  for-  it.    They  have  the  prints. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Those  NBC -National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  twins,  Jerry  Seaman  and  Milt  _Bli_ss 
are  here  producing  a  feature  for  tomorrow's  broadcast  about  Farm-City  tveek,  and 
also  covering  the  Land-Grant  College  Association  meeting  this  week.    Their  Farm- 
City  Week  feature  will  include  a  statement  from  President  Eisenhower,  and  a 
brief  discussion  of  the  meaning  of  the  week  from  the  agricultural  viewpoint  by 
Secretary  Benson  and  from  the  city  end  by  President  John  Coleman,  of  the  U.  S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  .  .  „  .  Each  week  Jack  Jett,  KPQ,  Wen&tehee,  Wash.,  lets  us 
see  ourselves  as  others  see  us  by  sending  us  a  copy  of  his  news  broadcasts  which 
include  Dept.  news.    He  seems  to  be  doing  a  bang-up  good  job  using  USDA  stories  . 
...  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston- Salem,  offered  a  tobacco  stcrjr  the  other  day 
for  our  Better  and  Bigger  Agricultural  Yarns  Department.    That  November  morn  he 
had  made  a  movie  in  a  tobacco  field  which  he  telecast  that  day  showing  a  crop  of 
tobacco  for  harvest  about  six  weeks  later  than  usual.    He  says  that's  about  as 
sensational  down  his  way  as  a  knee-deep  snow  would  be  if  it  fell  on  July  k.  The 
tobacco  was  set  late  and  had  to  be  replanted  twice,  but  killing  frosts  stayed 
away  longer  than  usual  ....  Clark  Bolt,  KCEN-TV,  Temple,  Texas,  reports  he  is 
now  doing  a  30-minute  daily  farm  television  program. 


Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio 
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on  Service 


Office  of  Informatron -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


★    MAR  11 1957  +\ 

U.  8.  DEPARTMENT  Of  MUKUVniH  I 


November  23,  1956 
Letter  No.  Jkk 


By  the  time  you  get  this  Letter,  you  may  have  already  seen  and  talked 
with  Chief  Layne  Beaty.    He  left  here  two  days  ago  for  the  National  Association 
of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  meeting  in  Chicago,  and  hoped  to  find 
you  all  there  -  and/or  at  the  International  Livestock  Show  and/or  the  National 
^-H  Club  Congress  or  some  of  the  attractions  that  open  there  next  week  in 
connection  with  that  big  three-ring  information  circus.    USDA's  Information 
Director  Lyle  Webster  and  Assistant  Director  Harold  Lewis  will  be  there.  So 
will  our  television  man,  Jules  Renaud.    Chief  Beaty  will  report  next  week  to 
those  of  you  who  couldn't  manage  to  make  it  to  this  gathering  of  the  clans. 
NATRFD  Prexy  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville)  will  whang  the  gavel  early  Friday 
afternoon  to  open  the  annual  3-day  session  in  the  Windy  City's  Conrad  Hilton 
Hotel. 

Improving  Family  and  Community  Living 

-  will  be  what  the  k-U  Clubs  boys  and  girls  will  make  the  theme  of  this 
35th  National  k-K  Club  Congress.    Nearly  2,000  ^-H'ers  will  be  in  Chicago,  some- 
times all  in  one  place.    They  are  scheduled  for  breakfasts  and  banquets  and 
entertainment  galore,  as  well  as  such  things  as  panel  discussions  on  "^-H  Around 
the  World"  and  a  talk  on  "Radio  Free  Europe"  by  a  4-H'er  who  has  seen  it  in 
operation.    Wednesday  all  the  delegates  and  leaders  will  attend  the  International 
Livestock  Show,  where  that  night  they  will  put  on  their  big  parade. 

Outlook  Meeting  Here  Next  Week 

While  all  that's  going  on  in  Chicago,  those  of  us  left  in  Washington  will 
watch  the  Department  staff  and  outside  economists  roll  out  the  statistics  they 
use  in  place  of  crystal  balls.    AMS  has  already  released  its  Outlook  issues  on 
the  various  situations  which  will  confront  farmers  next  year  -  and,  as  far  ahead 
as  their  figures  give  any  good  indications  of  the  trends,  Extension  economists 
from  kQ  states  and  Puerto  Rico  will  meet  with  USDA  specialists  to  give  the 
immediate  and  long-term  prospects  another  going  over  during  the  four  days' 
sessions  of  the  3^-th  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference.    The  first  day  they 
will  focus  on  the  general  agricultural  outlook  for  '57  with  an  analysis  of  the 
world  outlook.    The  second  day,  the  long-term  outlook,  and  the  rest  of  the 
conference  they  will  devote  to  family  living  costs  and  specific  agricultural 
commodities.    But  more  from  this  meeting  next  week.    Agriculturally  speaking, 
this  is  a  meeting  near  the  summit,  on  problems  of  economic  policy.    It  will 
provide  the  best  thinking  on  the  years  ahead. 
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Watch  for  New  Rules  on  Bang's 

In  about  ten  days,  USDA  will  release  a  brief  rundown  on  the  new  regula- 
tions on  brucellosis  which  will  apply  to  shipments  of  cattle  interstate  after 
Jan.  1.    It  is  highly  important  that  everybody  concerned  understand  the  new  law. 
The  release,  which  is  set  for  A.M.  December  3>  will  practically  amount  to  the 
kick-off  of  the  information  campaign  to  help  acquaint  shippers  with  these  somewhat 
complicated  provisions  during  the  few  weeks  remaining  before  they  take  effect. 
Those  of  you  who  report  livestock  markets  can  be  especially  helpful  -  so  please 
study  the  release  thoroughly  when  you  get  it. 

Team  Reports  on  Soybean  Mission 

The  six-man  team  that  followed  soybeans,  from  this  country  overseas  and 
through  the  European  markets,  has  reported.    Some  soybean  buyers  abroad  had 
criticized  our  U.S.  grades.    Last  year  soybeans  were  grown  on  3?  million  acres  of 
land;  which  only  a  few  years  ago  produced  corn,  cotton,  and  other  crops  in  surplus 
supply.    Our  folks  want  to  keep  down  any  grade  troubles  or  other  growing  pains 
that  may  damage  markets  for  this  vast  new  U  S.  crop.    They  aim  at  better  under- 
standing of  our  soybeans  between  buyers  and  sellers.    One  of  the  team,  E.  A.  Shaw, 
AMS  Grain  Inspection  Supervisor,  has  reported:  "A  Study  of  Sampling  and  Grading  of 
U.  S.  Soybeans  for  Export".    It  is  yours  for  the  asking. 

TV  is  "Tree  Bank"  Window 

The  leaflet  "Grow  Trees"  on  our  desk  reminds  us  that  Chief  Beaty  sent  you 
a  letter  about  the  new  Forest  Service  film  on  that  part  of  the  Soil  Bank 
Conservation  Reserve  Program  the  Service  calls  "Tree  Bank" .     "Tree  Bank"  is  a  12-? 
minute  (l6  mm.,  B  &  W)  film  especially  prepared  for  TV  use.    If  you  haven't 
already  done  so,  let  us  know  if  you  want  to  present  it  on  your  station. 

It  May  Pay  to  Fertilize  Range 

Researchers  at  the  US.  Northern  Great  Plains  Field  Station,  Mandan,  N.D., 
report  that,  in  tests,  they  have  increased  returns  to  the  acre  by  using  amonium 
nitrate  on  range  grasses.    They  say  their  studies  indicate  that,  even  though 
current  prices  of  hay  might  not  make  it  profitable  to  apply  nitrogen  fertilizers, 
the  added  gains  in  livestock  grazed  could  more  than  pay  the  fertilizer  cost- 

Corn,  Cotton,  and  Rice  Referendums 

Remember  those  important  decisions  on  December  11.    That's  the  date  of  the 
corn,  and  the  cotton,  and  the  rice  referendums.    Tues.,  Sec 'y  Benson  announced  the 
'57-Crop  rice  acreage,  quota,  and  price  support  programs,  and  set  the  rice  refer- 
endum for  December  11.    The  price  support  is  at  80  percent  of  current  parity.  The 
foreign  marketing  of  rice  under  various  programs  has  reduced  supplies  of  rice 
enough  to  warrant  this  support  level.    The  cotton  referendum  that  same  day  is  the 
eleventh  such  referendum.    In  it  the  cotton  growers  will  again  decide  whether  they 
want  marketing  quotas  on  their  crop  ;>  .  .  The  big  decision  farmers  who  grow  corn, 
in  the  89^  commercial  corn -producing  counties  who  will  vote  in  the  corn  referendum 
will  make  is  between  a  Soil  Bank  corn  base  acreage  plan  and  the  acreage  allotment 
program.    It  is  highly  important  that  they  know  what  the  choice  is  and  how  it  will 
affect  them.    Your  County  Ext.  Agents  and  ASC  Committees  can  supply  further  in- 
formation.   The  Dec.  11  corn  referendum  will  determine  the  corn  program  for  '57  and 
later  years. 
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Highlights  of  Corn  Choice  on  Tape 


Next  week  we  will  mail  to  you  boys  covering  the  commercial  corn  counties 
a  tape  recording  by  Assistant  Secretary Marvin  L.  Mclain  giving  the  highlights  of 
the  alternate  programs  between  which  com"  farmers  will  chooseon  December  11.  This 
is  the  best  boiled-down  summary  of  the  issues  involved  we  have  been  able  to  get. 
The  tape  runs  3  min.  55  sec. 

Outlook  on  Farm  Costs 

(For  release  p.m.  Nov.  26)    Economists  of  ARS,  reporting  the  Farm  Cost 
Situation  today,  estimated  many  of  the  forces  that  have  governed  farm  cost  rates 
in  recent  years  are  likely  to  continue  to  operate  in  the  years  ahead.    They  figure 
expanded  highway  construction  and  better  highways  may  increase  nonfarm  employment 
opportunities  of  farmers  and  farmworkers.    They  expect  prices  of  farm  machinery 
and  other  industrial  goods  farmers  buy  may  increase  a  little.    Prices  of  feed, 
feeder  livestock,  and  seed  will  tend  to  fluctuate  with  prices  of  farm  products  in 
general.    Prices  of  farm  real  estate  will  probably  continue  to  rise.    The  trend 
toward  larger  but  fewer  farms  will  go  on.    The  Soil  Bank  may  tend  to  increase  the 
demand  for  farmland  and  reduce  the  demand  for  farm  labor.    Prices  paid  for 
fertilizer  per  pound  of  plant  nutrients  may  continue  to  go  down.    These  forecasts, 
of  course,  are  based  on  the  assumption  of  continued  high  peacetime  employment. 

Prospect  for  Farm  Marketings 

AMS  marketing  specialists,  in  their  '57  Outlook  for  demand  and  prices, 
issued  early  this  week,  predicted  continued  steady  growth  in  population,  further- 
rise  in  consumer  incomes,  and  more  spending  for  food.    They  see  a  record  volume  of 
exports  in  '56- '57-    They  estimate  farm  output  this  year,  part  of  which  will  be 
marketed  next  year,  will  register  a  record  high.    Looking  further  ahead,  they  say 
the  general  supply  of  farm  products  suggest  that  one  of  our  chief  concerns  for 
several  years  may  involve  programs  to  adjust  and  limit  farm  output.    How  well  the 
Soil  Bank  and  surplus  disposal  programs  work  will  determine  when  farm  production 
will  again  have  to  rise  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  growing  population.    They  figure 
population  may  increase  7  or  8  percent  in  the  next  5  or  6  years.    With  a  small 
gain  in  per  capita  use  and  no  substantial  change  in  foreign  takings  of  our  farm 
products,  they  say  our  farm  product  needs  may  increase  as  much  as  a  tenth.    Use  of 
meat  and  dairy  and  poultry  products  may  rise  only  moderately.    They  expect  the 
largest  increases  in  fruits,  vegetables,  cotton,  and  tobacco.    They  forecast  little 
change  for  such  crops  as  food  grains,  potatoes,  and  dry  beans  and  peas. 

Ideas  Seed  for  Future  Programs__ 

Norman  Kraeft's  "RFD- Chicago land'  program  on  WGN,  Chicago,  suggests  to  us 
that  many  of  the  other  of  you  may  have  used  ingenious  ways  to  present  the  Farm- 
City  Week  story.    He's  just  the  first  one  to  report  --  but  if  we  can  pass  around 
some  of  these  ideas  they  may  develop  into  something  even  better  for  next  year's 
Farm-City  Week.    Norman  combined  Farm-City  Week  with  a  pre -Thanksgiving  show  which 
was  quite  a  family  affair.    His  youngsters,  Maggie  and  Tommy  interviewed  an 
Illinois  turkey  grower,  who  brought  some  live  turkeys  to  the  program.    Norm  talked 
Mrs.  Kraeft  into  preparing  a  turkey  dinner,  and  guest  Chicagoland  minister,  said 
Grace    in  which  he  included  a  reference  to  Farm-City  Week.    How  did  you  help  bring 
better  understanding  of  the  mutual  problems  of  farm  and  city  people?    Let's  spread 
the  good  ideas  around. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Nov.  26 -Dec.  1 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Dec.  1,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "The  International  Live  Stock  Show"  with 
Bill  Mason  of  WIS,  and  "Summary  of  the  National  ^-H  Club  Congress"  by  Harold 
Dedrick  of  Oklahoma  Extension  Service. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Dec.  1,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST- 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Review  of  International  Live  Stock 
Exposition"  and  "Highlights  of  the  National  k-E  Club  Congress." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Dec.  1,  9:30  to  9'M  a.m.  EST. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey,    Features:  "Reports  from  the 
National  k-E  Club  Congress  in  Chicago". 

USDA-TV  Package  for  mailing  Thursday,  November  29:  "A  Lot  Yet  To  Do  In 
Conservation"  tells  in  2k  pictures  -  drawings  and  photos  -  about  the  practices 
farmers  can  follow  to  conserve  soil  under  the  new  conservation  reserve  Soil  Bank 
program. 

December  TV  Film-of -the-Month:    "Tree  Grows  for  Christmas''  11  minute  b/w  or  color, 
sound  on  film,  tells  the  story  of  the  Christmas  tree  in  legend  and  in  history,  the 
Christmas  tree  industry  today,  and  ends  up  with  a  scene  of  a  Christmas  Tree 
trimming  in  the  Home.    If  you  want  it,  Order  Now.    Order  from  the  Regional  Office 
of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.    The  nine  Regional  Forester  offices  are  at  Upper  Darby, 
Pa.;  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  Denver,  Colo.j  Missoula,  Mont.;  Albuquerque, 
N.Mex.;  Ogden,  Utah.,  Portland,  Ore.;  and  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

TAPE  for  Use  Quickly.    Send  Tape  -  Order  by  title  and  number  -  22Q116  -  "Wheat 
Prospects  in  Australia  and  Argentina,"  with  Jim  Bulware,  U.  S.  Attache  to  Australia 
and  Lloyd  Williams,  FAS.    Tape  Time  5  minutes. 

George  B.  Rides  Again 

If  you  want  some  actual  tapes  of  howling,  baying  and  yapping  dogs  and  also 
a  typical  dog  and  coon  fight  in  water,  they  are  available  from  Inquiring  Farm 
Reporter,  George  B.  German,  WNAX,  Yankton,  S.  D.    George,  19  coonhounds,  and  100 
other  hunters  went  coon  hunting  along  Whiskey  Creek  near  Lynch,  Neb.  and  George 
made  recordings  in  the  midst  of  it  all  ....  "Painter  Bill"  Remsberg,  former 
^-H'er  of  Middletown  Valley,  is  now  doing  "Farm  Neighbor  Time"  a.m.  and  p.m.  on 
WFMD,  Frederick,  Md.  .  .  .  Jules  Renaud  in  Philadelphia  for  a  "Beltsville 
Newsreel"  lab.  shooting  got  up  with  the  chickens  to  see  Bill  Bennett,  WCAU,  put 
on  his  farm  program  in  the  yard  outside  the  studio.    Bill  reads  the  news  and 
markets  and  weather  while  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  dozen  live  chickens,  busily 
eating  the  grain  tossed  down  as  the  program  begins.    Bill  has  a  complete  barn, 
stalls,  hay,  straw  and  everything  to  give  a  realistic  setting  to  his  6:30  a.m. 
program  ....  Watch  this  space  for  what  Chief  Beaty  picks  up  from  RFD's  in 
Chicago. 

Sincerely, 
C.  A  Herndon 

Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

* 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


November  30,  1956 
Letter  Wo.  7^5 


At  the  policy  level,  the  key-note  speeches  made  at  the  Outlook  Con- 
ference here  this  week  were  by  President  Eisenhower's  special  foreign  economic 
policy  consultant,  Dr.  Clarence  B.  Randall,  and  by  USDA's  marketing  service 
administrator,  0.  V.  Wells. 

"What  Goes  Out  Must  Come  In" 

Dr.  Randall  declared  we  cannot  maintain  our  domestic  economic  expansion 
unless  the  whole  free-world  is  our  market.    To  do  this,  we  must  be  as  willing 
to  buy  as  we  are  to  sell.    He  said  it  takes  real  insight  and  character  to  rise 
above  self-interest  and  see  the  problems  of  trade  as  a  whole.    He  called  for  a 
renewed  effort  by  every  segment  of  the  nation's  economy  to  break  down  and  break 
through  barriers  to  international  trade  and  development.    He  reminded  the 
conference  that  in  a  democracy  you  cannot  favor  one  economic  group  without 
another  paying  for  it.    Dr.  Randall  said  it  was  his  job,  as  well  as  the  job  of 
every  citizen,  to  see  foreign  policy  as  a  whole.    He  stated  that  in  the  long 
run,  it  is  public  opinion,  not  governments,  that  determine  foreign  policy.  He 
outlined  three  ways  of  advancing  free-world  trade:    (l)  By  the  use  of  milti- 
lateral  instead  of  bilateral  trade  agreements;  (2)  By  helping  underdeveloped 
countries  develop  their  economy,  especially  their  light  industry;  and  (3)  By 
reducing  such  trade  barriers  as  restrictive  tariffs  and  consumer  taxes  on 
imported  goods. 

Economic  Growth  Becoming  Key  U.S.  Goal 

Administrator  Wells  indicated  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  important  to 
keep  our  economy  growing  and  our  standards  of  living  per  person  going  up.  He 
pointed  out  that  to  do  this  we  need  more  attention  to  education  and  research; 
we  must  have  the  opportunity  to  make  substantial  shifts  of  funds,  resources,  and 
people  as  between  various  occupations  or  lines  of  work;  and  economic  conditions 
must  be  such  as  to  encourage  savings  in  one  form  or  another  as  well  as  to 
encourage  people  to  take  the  necessary  risks  of  developing  new  methods,  new 
plants,  and  new  markets.--  a  climate  favorable  to  savings  and  investments,  that 
is.    Other  needs  to  assure  desirable  rates  of  economic  growth  are:  Access  to 
enough  raw  materials;  reasonable  security  against  depression,  and  adequate 
national  defense;  and  positive  policies  of  economic  growth  adequately  supported 
by  the  public  and  government.    Administrator  Wells  noted  that  the  renewed  public 
interest  in  ag.  programs  is  not  confined  to  price  support,  acreage  control,  and 
the  Soil  Bank,  but  shows  itself  in  the  efforts  farmers,  ag.  businesses,  and  the 
government  are  making  to  emphasize  salesmanship  and  market  development  for  farm 
products  at  home  and  abroad. 
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USDA  Scientists  Accomplish  'Impossible 1 

Lovers  of  top-grade  maple  syrup  are  in  for  a  treat.    The  maple  syrup 
enthusiasts  may  consider  it  impossible,  but  our  Department  scientists  claim 
they  have  actually  improved  the  already  delicious  flavor  of  syrup  made  from 
the  sap  of  maple  trees.    At  least,  they've  found  a  microorganism  of  the 
Pseudomonas  family  which  does  it  for  them,  with  k  to  8  days  growing  in  the 
sterile  sap.    However,  this  strain  of  bacteria  darkens  the  syrup,  so  the  re- 
searchers designed  a  condenser  for  the  syrup  which  works  so  fast  neither  this 
nor  other  syrups  get  a  chance  to  turn  dark  -  it  consistently  yields  light- colored, 
high- valued  syrup, 

Uncle  Sam  as  Foremost  Farm  Merchant 

Yesterday  in  Chicago  Assistant  Secretary  Earl  Butz  called  Uncle  Sam 
the  world's  foremost  agricultural  merchant.    He  was  talking  to  the  American 
Agricultural  Editors'  Association.    He  reported  that  so  far  this  year,  through 
November  19,  the  Department  has  distributed,  chiefly  through  school  lunches, 
59i"  million  pounds  of  hamburger,  nearly  27  million  pounds  of  turkey,  h^k  million 
cases  of  eggs,  over  20  million  pounds  of  lard,  and  nearly  2  million  pounds  of 
canned  pork  products.    But  school  lunches  are  only  one  way  USDA  is  involved  in 
the  distribution  of  our  $30  billion  worth  of  farm  products.    The  overall 
picture  includes  marketing  research,  market  news,  marketing  agreements  and 
orders,  plentiful  food  promotions)  grading  and  inspection,  domestic  and  foreign 
relief,  export  loans,  export  subsidies,  export  sales  at  competitive  prices, 
foreign  barter,  sales  "for  foreign  currencies,  various  overseas  promotions  to 
get  better  acceptance  of  our  products,  and  price  support  programs  on  the  basic 
commodities  in  this  country. 

'Miracle'  Protection  to  Crop  Plants 

In  a  special  report  on  "Antibiotics  for  the  Control  of  Vegetable  Crop 
Diseases",  Department  researchers  reveal  they  are  giving  considerable  attention 
to  use  of  these  complex  organic  chemicals  to  check  or  destroy  disease-causing 
organisms  through  treatment  of  the  seed.    Use  of  antibiotics  in  past  experiments 
has  shown  antibiotics  can  enter  into  the  plant  to  control  disease-causing 
organisms.    The  scientists  continue  their  search  for  new  and  more  effective 
ones.    At  present  the  cost  of  antibiotics  restricts  use  to  crops  with  a  high 
value  per  acre.    The  scientists  figure  that  with  seed  treatment  only  small 
quantities  would  be  needed,  and  cost  would  be  nominal.    They  say  if  their 
continued  research  can  bring  down  the  cost,  antibiotics  may  soon  provide  the 
same  'miracle1  protection  to  crop  plants  that  they  are  providing  our  human 
population. 

Western  Farm  and  Home  Time 

Al  Tiffany,  formerly  WLS,  Chicago,  now  Oregon  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
Salem,  Ore.,  recently  did  us  a  good  turn  loading  a  ship  with  wheat  for  Pakistan 

on  tape.    Thanks  for  a  fine  job  Don  Irwin,  KPMC,  Bakersfield,  Calif., 

is  now  serving  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  with  three  farm  casts  daily,  Monday 

through  Friday   Gene  Shumate,  owner- operator  KRXR,  Rexburg,  Idaho, 

claims  his  station  devotes  more  time  to  farm  and  home  service  than  any  station 
in  that  part  of  the  country:    with  Farm  and  Ranch  Time  5^5  to  7:00  a.m.;  a 
daily  tape  feature  with  Home  Dem.  Agents;  and  a  25  min.  Party  Line  -  Beeper 
Telephone  Program  -  which  has  developed  exclusively  into  a  home  economics  type 
program.    Also  two  other  5-mln.  weather  and  5-min.  market  segments  each  A.M. 
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At  the  National  Convention  :MIBFB 

If  you  missed  the  annual  convention  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and 
Radio  Farm  Directors  in  Chicago  last  weekend,  you  missed  one  of  the  "best  in  the 
organization' s~U\-  year  history*    Attendance  hit  a  new  record  -  355  out  of  a 
total  membership  of  nearly  5C0. 

Continuing  a  trend,  much  convention  attention  was  given  to  matters  rela- 
ting to  commercial  sponsorship  of  farm  programs  on  both  media,  with  station 
managers,  commercial  managers,  adv.  agency  reps,  and  sponsors  appearing  in  panel 
discussions  with  the  farm  broadcasters.    One  highlight  of  the  3- day  session  was 
the  1-J  hour  presentation  "Creative  Thinking"  by  Dr.  Herb  True,  prof,  of  mktg., 
Not  r  e  Dame  U . 

New  officers  (for  1957)  elected  at  the  Sunday  morning  business  sessions 
are  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  pres.;  Wes  Seyler,  WIBW,  Topeka,  vice-pres.; 
Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  secy-treas,;  and  Kerb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines, 
Historian  (this  is  Herb's  10th  year  in  that  .-job).    Maynard  Speece,  WCCO, 
Minneapolis,  will  be  editor  and  publisher  of  the  monthly  NATRFD  Chats  next  year. 

Retiring  officers  are  John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  pres. ; "Timmons, 
v. p.;  Dix  Harper,  Aubrey,  Finlay,  Mar ley  &  Hodgson,  Chicago,  secyrtreas.  Seyler 
and  his  associates  Wilbur  Levering  and  Dick  Nichols  edited  "Chats"  in  195^~ 

During  the  business  session  of  voting  members,  associate  members  held  a 
session  of  their  own,  named  Roy  Battles,  Nat'l  Grange,  chairman,  and  Louis 
Wilson,  Nat'l  Plant  Food  Institute,  and  Ed  Mason,  mgr.  KXXX,  Colby,  Kans. 
members.    Mason  was  chairman  in  1956.    The  associates  heard  Dr.  Forest  L.  Whan, 
Kans.  State  Col.  discuss  rural  radio  and  TV  audience  measurements  and  findings. 

Washington,  D,  C.  was  unanimously  chosen  the  site  of  the  1957  spring 
meeting  after  Derek  Roo'ke,  WMC,  Memphis,  opened  discussion  on  the  subject  by 
voluntarily  withdrawing  his  previous  invitation  on  behalf  of  his  city.  Derek 
said  he  concurred  with  those  who  prefer  to  come  to  Washington  periodically,  and 
deferred  his  invitation  to  1958.    Other  invitations  for  1958  and  '59  were  heard, 
including  one  from  Canada,  which  was  represented  at  the  convention  "by  six  dele- 
gates.   The  1956  NATRFD  spring  meeting  was  held  in  Minneapolis.;  1955  in 
Washington.    President-elect  Jack  Timmons  appointed  Louis  Wilson  chairman  of 
arrangements  for  the  upcoming  spring  conclave,  with  dates  (probably  mid- June) 
to  be  announced  later, 

The  1956  Amer.  Farm  Bureau  Fed.  award  for  "outstanding  service  in 
interpreting  agriculture  to  the  public"  went  to  Bob  Miller  of  WLW,  Cincinnati, 
with  honorable  mention  to  Bert  Hutchison,  KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  and  Don  Tuttle, 
WGY,  Schenectady.    Miller  has  been  a  runner-up  for  the  past  two  years.  John 
Lacey  of  AFBF  made  the  presentation. 

Miller,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  awards,  made  20-year  tenure  awards 
to  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines;  George  Menard,  WBBM,  Chicago;  Crawford 
Roquemore,  WBAM,  Birmingham;  and  Cliff  Gray,  WSPA,  Spartansburg ,  S.C.  Twenty 
others,  including  Roy  Jewell  of  CFPL,  London,  Ontario,  received  ten-year  awards. 
These  are  based  on  years  of  service  in  farm  broadcasting,  not  upon  NATRFD 
membership . 

Greater  regional  group  activity  than  ever  before  was  reported  by  chair- 
man or  reps,  of  the  nine  regions.    These  are  Don  Tuttle,  Frank  Raymond,  WCYB , 
Bristol,  Va.;  Milt  Bliss,  NBC,  Chicago;  Maynard  Speece;  Charlie  Slate.  E.  Texas 
Network,  Center,  Tex.;  Tom  Temple ton,  KHQ,  Spokane;  Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno; 
and  John  Bradshaw,  CFRB,  Toronto,  Canada. 

All  meals  and  entertainment  during  the  convention  were  hosted  by  ag.  trade 
ass'ns,  foundations,  and  commercial  concerns.    Speaker  at  the  Saturday  luncheon 
was  Harold  E.  Fellows,  pres.  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio  f;  TV  Broadcasters 
(representing  station  ownership  and  management)  who  told  in  his  talk,  "The  Road 
Ahead",  of  joint  NARTB- NATRFD  plans  for  nationwide  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  next 
Feb.  2,  when  the  services  of  day  in- day  out,  year  in- year  out,  farm  broadcasting 
and  TV  will  be  given  public  recognition. 
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Saturday  afternoon,  Milt  Bliss  conducted  part  of  the  members  on  a  tour 
of  the  all-color  TV  station,  WNBQ,  Chicago,  with  lectures  on  color  TV. 

Harold  Dedrick,  Okla.  A  b  M  College,  exhibited  a  k$  min.  edition  of 
kinescopes  he  had  gathered  from  TFDs  illustrating  some  of  their  farm  TV  tech- 
niques.   This  was  spliced  together  with  emceeing  by  Jack  Tompkins  of  KMTV, 
Oklahoma  City. 

A  similar  presentation,  but  on  tape  recording,  was  made  by  Bob  Stephens, 
KFYO,  Lubbock;  Texas,  with  short  recordings  from  RFDs  over  the  country.  This 
tape  ran  38  minutes.    The  tape  and  the  film  proved  to  be  two  of  the  most 
interesting  features  of  the  convention.    USDA  R&TV  Service  participated  in  both. 

A  penal  discussion  on  new  farm  program  times  revealed  that  nighttime 
and  Sunday  hours  are  increasing  in  popularity,  especially  on  radio. 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Dec.  3 -Dec.  9 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  1957  Farm  Outlook- 
Drs.  Fred  Waugh,  Bushrod  Allin,  Carl  Heisig,  Gertrude  Weiss  of  MS.  (Clear 
Channel  Broadcasting  Service). 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Dec.  8,  9:30  to  9:1+5  a.m.  EST 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  Sat.  Dec.  8,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Issues  in  the  Corn  Referendum",  with 
Clarence  Palmby,  Commodity  Stabilization  Service. 

NBC  "Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Dec.  8,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  of  Annual  Meeting, 
Milk  Producers  Federation". 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thursday,  Dec.  6.    Film  Report  on 
the  Outlook  for  Farmers  in  195?.    Sound.    App.  6  min. 

Farm  Broadcasters  Meet  in  Rome 

Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  London,  reports  on  the  recent  conference  of  European 
farm  broadcasters  hosted  by  FAO  in  Rome  to  discuss  possibilities  of  farm  radio. 

There  was  an  informal  meeting  of  the  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television 
Ass'n  in  Harry's  hotel  room  which  lasted  until  midnight  one  evening  (does  this 
remind  you  of  anything?)    Harry  was  asked  to  continue  as  president  for  another 
year  or  so;  Wolf  vonTucher  of  the  Bavarian  Network  was  elected  v. p.;  and 
Raymond  Cherrier,  Radio  France,  sec 'y-treas. }  and  Renato  Vertunni,  Radio 
Italiana,  liaison  officer  between  EFRTA  and  FAO. 

Next  day,  FAO  agreed  to  take  over  publication  and  distribution  of  the 
English  version  of  EFRTA' s  newsletter  "Farm  Radio  News",  with  Cherrier, 
vonTucher  and  Vertunni  handling  the  French,  German  and  Italian  editions, 
respectively.    Hilary  Phillips,  BBC,  will  continue  to  edit  all  versions.  Member 
ship  cards  are  being  printed  in  all  languages  by  FAO.    Greetings  from  NATRFD 
prexy  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville)  were  read  at  the  EFRTA  meeting. 

Duncan  Wall,  one  time  ext.  ed.  in  Oklahoma,  is  director  of  information 

for  FAO. 

P.S.    For  Outlook  Conference 
reports,  etc.,  see  attached 
check  list. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  £:  Television  Service 


CHECK  LIST  OF  PAPERS  PRESENTED  AT  THE  3U-TT1  ANNUAL  AGRICULTURAL 
OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE ,  NOVEMBER  26-29,  195o  -  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

CHECK  THE  ITEMS  DESIRED  A.ND  RETURN  THIS  SHEET  TO: 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington  25,  D.  C 


General  Economic  Outlook  for  195?  —  Nathan  M.  Koffsky,  Agricultural 

Economics  Division,  AMS 

Trends  in  Production,  Costs  &  Technology  --  Carl  P.  Heisig,  Production 

Economics  Research  Branch,  ARS 

Outlook  for  Agricultural  Exports       Clayton  E.  Whipple,  Acting 

Administrator,  Foreign  Agricultural  Serv 

The  Agricultural  Outlook  --  Frederick  V.  Waugh,  Director,  Agricultural 

Economics  Division,  AMS 

Who  Uses  Consumer  Credit?       Emma  G.  Holmes,  Family  Economist,  ARS 

Consumer  Durable  Goods  --  L.  Jay  Atkinson,  Office  of  Business  Economics, 

U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce 

Trends  in  Consumer  Credit       Margaret  L.  Brew,  Household  Management 

Section,  ARS 

The  Outlook  for  Feed  in  1957  --  Malcolm  Clough,  AMS 

Trends  in  Marketing  Costs  &  Practices       Kenneth  E.  Ogren,  Marketing 

Research  Division,  AMS 

Longer-Term  Outlook  -  Trends  in  Consumer  Demand  --  James  P.  Cavin, 

Agricultural  Economics  Division,  AMS 

The  Outlook  for  Clothing  &  Textiles  in  1957  --  Harry  Kahan,  Bureau  of 

Labor  Statistics,  U.  S-  Dept.  of  Labor 

Summary  of  the  1957  Food  Outlook  &  Comments  on  Potential  Uses  of  the 
1955  Survey  of  Household  Food  Consumption  for  Research  &  Extension  in 
Food  Marketing       Marguerite  C.  Burk,  Agricultural  Economic  Statistician, 

AMS 

Welcome  to  National  Agricultural  Conference  --  C.  M.  Ferguson, 

Administrator,  Federal  Extension  Serv. 


The  Cost  of  Consumer  Credit       Robert  W.  Johnson,  Associate  Professor 

of  Finance,  University  of  Buffalo 


Outlook  for  Major  Commodities 

  Vegetables  (Potatoes ) 

  Fruits 

  Rice 

 Peanuts 

  Tobacco 

Cotton 


Wheat 

Fats  and  Oils 
Eggs  and  Poultry 
Dairy  Products 
Meat  Animals 
Food 


Name 
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